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GKNTIvKMFN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1896,  which  upon  the  whole  I consider  satisfactory  ; 
the  general  as  well  as  the  zymotic  death-rate  being  lower  than 
for  some  years  past. 

AREA  of  District — 800  acres. 

POPUEATION.  Between  1881  and  1891  the  population 
increased  871,  and  calculating  the  same  ratis  of  increase  up  to 
March,  1896,  would  bring  the  population  up  to  15,232,  but  I 
have  based  my  present  calculations  upon  the  same  number  as 
in  March,  1895,  viz,: — 15,141,  although  I believe  the  same  in- 
crease was  maintained  up  to  March,  1896. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  Births  registered  was  621, 
(males  320,  females  301),  being  34  in  excess  of  1895,  which  gives 
a birth-rate  of  41.01  per  thousand. 
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The  Deaths  numbered  321,  (males  162,  females  159),  being 
35  less  than  in  1895.  The  death-rate  per  thousand  is  21.2, 
which  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  last  seven  years. 

CHEST  DISEASES,  viz.:— Bronchitis,  pneumonia  and 
pleurisy  were  more  fatal  than  in  any  previous  year  since  1890, 
and  this  I attribute  to  the  very  changeable  and  wet  weather 
experienced  during  the  year.  With  the  exception  of  December, 
July  contributed  more  deaths  from  the  above-named  diseases 
than  any  other  month.  The  deaths  from  consumption  were 
one  less  than  last  year,  and  the  month  of  September  contrib- 
uted most  of  the  deaths  from  this  cause. 

MEASLES.  There  was  one  death  in  March,  one  in  April, 
two  in  May,  three  in  June,  one  in  August,  and  two  in  December 
from  this  cause,  making  a total  of  ten  deaths  during  the  year. 
The  average  annual  deaths  for  the  six  years  is  10.83. 
February  several  of  the  surrounding  districts  had  a mild 
epidemic  of  this  disease  ; we,  however,  were  practically  free, 
but  in  March  many  cases  came  to  my  knowledge,  and  an  epi- 
jdemic  was  threatened.  In  May  there  appeared  to  be  a decline 
in  the  number  of  cases,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year 
there  were  only  isolated  cases  occasionally. 

SCARLATINA  was  prevalent  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year.  During  January  six  notifications  were  received,  and 
there  was  one  death  ; there  were  three  cases  notified  in  Febru- 
ary, two  in  April,  six  in  May,  eighteen  in  June,  five  in  August, 
seven  in  September,  in  this  month  there  was  one  death ; three 
cases  were  notified  in  October,  nine  in  November,  in  which 
month  there  was  also  another  death  ; three  cases  were  notified 
in  December.  There  was  a mild  epidemic  of  this  disease 
during  the  whole  year — sixty  cases  being  reported  and  only 
three  deaths  showing  that  the  cases  were  generally  of  a mild 
form.  The  annual  average  death-rate  from  this  disease  is  6.66 
for  the  last  six  years.  The  proportion  of  deaths  to  one  thou- 
sand deaths  is  9.34,  compared  with  19.72  for  the  last  six  years. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER.  This  district  appears  to  be  troubled 
very  little  with  this  fearful  malady.  Only  four  cases  were 
reported  during  the  year ; one  in  May,  one  in  August,  and  two 
in  December,  whilst  there  was  only  one  death,  and  this  the  case 
of  a child  aged  two  years,  who  died  in  August,  in  Foundry 
Street.  The  annual  average  deaths  for  the  last  six  years  is 
4.16,  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  one  thousand  deaths  dur- 
ing the  year  is  3.11,  compared  to  12.32  for  the  last  six  years. 


DIPHTHERIA.  There  was  no  death  from  this  disease, 
and  judging  from  the  fact  that  not  a single  case  was  notified 
during  the  year,  and  so  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  a prevalence 
of  either  indicating  ill  condition  of  the  district,  we  may  con- 
gratulate ourselves  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town. 
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CROUP  was  fatal  in  two  instances,  one  in  June  and  one  in 
September. 


DIARRHCEA.  There  were  16  deaths  from  this  cause, 
against  36  for  the  last  year.  Three  occurred  in  March,  one  in 
April,  two  in  June,  three  in  July,  four  in  August,  and  three  in 
September  : four  being  children  between  the  age  of  one  and 
five  years,  and  the  remaining  twelve  being  infants  under  a year 
old.  The  period  of  the  highest  mortality  was  during  the 
summer  months.  The  average  annual  deaths  is  18.66  for  the 
last  six  years,  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  1000  deaths 
during  the  year  is  49*84,  compared  to  55.22  for  the  preceding 
six  years. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  was  prevalent  during  the  first  five 
months  of  the  year,  and  is  responsible  for  twelve  deaths  ; four 
being  infants  under  one  year  old,  and  eight  children  between 
the  age  of  one  and  five  years.  If  parents  would  only  regard 
this  as  a serious  catching  disease  and  isolate  as  much  as  possible 
all  sufferers,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  associate  indiscrimin- 
ately with  other  children,  there  would  be  considerably  fewer 
cases  and  naturally  a less  number  of  deaths.  In  1895  there 
were  seven  deaths.  The  average  annual  mortality  for  the  pre- 
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ceding  six  years  is  9.66,  and  the  number  of  deaths  per  1000 
deaths  is  37.38,  against  28.59  of  the  last  six  years. 

The  ZYMOTIC  DEATHS  numbered  45,  which  gives  a 
zymotic  death-rate  of  2.97  per  thousand,  and  is  the  lowest  since 
1891 . The  percentage  of  deaths  to  the  total  deaths  is  14.01 . The 
average  of  zymotic  deaths  for  the  past  six  years  is  55.3. 

INFANT  MORTAEITY.  Deaths  under  one  year,  114, 
above  one  and  under  five  years  61,  making  175  deaths  under 
five  years.  The  percentage  of  deaths  under  one  year  to  the 
total  deaths  is  35.5.  and  to  the  births  registered  18.35.  Bron- 
chitis was  the  cause  of  58  deaths  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age,  35  being  infants  under  a year  old.  The  percentage  of 
deaths  from  bronchitis  of  infants  under  one  year  to  the  total 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  is  30.7. 

NOTIFICATIONS.  The  Notifications  under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Act  were  scarlatina  63,  croup  2,  typhoid  4,  and  erysi- 
pelas 8.  The  number  of  infected  houses  in  connection  with 
the  notifiable  diseases  was  43. 

SURVEYOR’S  DEPARTMENT.  Very  great  improve- 
ments have  been  made  and  important  work  carried  out  in  this 
department. 

The  highways  were  never  so  well  kept  and  the  scavenging 
never  so  well  done.  Great  attention  has  also  been  paid  to  the 
cleaning  out  of  man-holes. 

I am  furnished  with  a list  of  52  houses  newly  erected, 
some  with  shops  attached  ; also  additions  to  9 factories,  some 
being  of  an  extensive  character  ; the  laying  of  the  deep  sewer 
at  Moxley,  besides  other  improvements  ; for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  street  improvements  ten  old  houses  were  taken 
down. 

All  the  slaughter-houses  have  been  connected  with  the 
sewer  as  well  as  the  new  houses.  Connections  have  also  been 
made  to  a large  number  of  old  buildings,  and  arrangements  are 
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being  made  to  connect  about  40  more  in  the  Catberine’s  Cross 
district. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  in  Inspector’s 
Department : — 


Inspections 

Formal 

Abatements 

and 

Notices 

after 

Observations. 

given. 

Notice 

Overcrowding  Cases 

II 

II 

II 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  . . 

52 

, , 

Cowsheds 

52 

Bakehouses  . . 

48 

Slaughter-houses  . . 

52 

Canal  Boats  (registered)  . . 

159 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

2523 

, . 

, . 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  ) 
Manure  j 

10 

10 

10 

Defective  Traps 

25 

25 

25 

Dilapidated  Closets 

38 

38 

38 

Pigeons  kept  in  Houses  . . 

6 

6 

6 

Stale  Wash-tubs 

4 

4 

4 

Totals 

2980 

94 

94 

INQUESTS  were  held  in  eleven  cases,  as  follows; — Seven 
sudden  deaths  where  no  medical  man  was  called  in,  all  being 
infants  and  children  under  seven  years  old.  Verdict  in  each 
case,  ‘‘Died  from  natural  causes.”  Two  cases  of  suicide,  a 
case  of  drowning  and  a case  of  hanging,  and  two  deaths  result- 
ing from  accidents. 

VACCINATION.  The  particulars  are  as  under  : — 


Successful  Vaccinations. . 

322 

Died  Unvaccinated 

96 

Insusceptible 

2 

Postponed  through  illness 

12 

Removed 

22 

Cases  still  open 

167 

Total  births 

621 
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Among  poor  people  there  is  an  increasing  objection  to 
vaccination,  and  the  terror  of  the  law  only  makes  them  comply. 
This  is  not  so,  however,  with  the  more  intelligent  part  of  the 
community ; nothing  but  a severe  epidemic  of  smallpox  will 
convince  unbelievers  of  the  great  benefit  it  confers. 

WATER  SUPPEY.  The  town  is  almost  entirely  supplied 
by  the  South  Staffordshire  Company.  The  water  is  of  excellent 
quality  and  a good  supply. 

EODGING  HOUSES  there  are  none. 

ISOEATION  HOSPITAE-  Containing  seven  rooms,  to- 
gether with  an  iron  structure,  consisting  of  mortuary,  laundry 
and  closets. 

BAKEHOUSES  and  SEAUGHTER-HOUSES  are  kept  in 
a clean  and  wholesome  condition. 

Causes  op  deaths  op  Chiedren  under  One  year  odd. 
Bronchitis 

Premature  Birth  and  Debility  . . 

Convulsions 
Spina  Bifida 
Jaundice 
Dentition 
Influenza 
Diarrhoea 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Tuberculosis,  Marasmus  & Wasting 
Natural  Causes  (Inquests) 

Meningitis 
Measles 

• • ♦ • • • 

Difficult  Parturition 
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35 

27 

9 

I 

I 

4 

1 

12 

4 

12 

4 

2 

I 

I 
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TABLE  I. 


Showing  Births  and  Deaths  for  the  year  1896,  and  ten  years 

preceding. 


1 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths  One 

Year. 

Registered 

Deaths  at 

under  One 

Year  and 

Population. 

Births. 

all  Ages. 

Year. 

under  Five. 

00 

o^ 

621 

321 

II4 

61 

15141 

1886 

615 

290 

I2I 

50 

1887 

502 

358 

II2 

II2 

1888 

553 

280 

92 

41 

1889 

541 

325 

112 

77 

1890 

550 

322 

105 

63 

1891 

632 

352 

149 

46 

1892 

640 

331 

138 

54 

1893 

618 

344 

137 

58 

1894 

585 

324 

102 

80 

1895 

587 

356 

130 

60 

15141 

Average  for  10 

582 

years  - 
1886  to  1895 

328 

II9 

64 

TABLE  II. 


Annual  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate,  and  Death  Rates  of  Chil- 
dren in  1000  deaths  for  year  1896  and  ten  years  preceding. 


Year. 

Birth  Rate 
per  1000  of 
population. 

Death  Rate 
per  1000  of 
population. 

Deaths  of  chil- 
dren under  1 year 
per  1000  of 
registered  births. 

Deaths  of  chil- 
dren under  1 year 
per  1000  of 
total  deaths. 

Deaths  of  chil- 
dren over  1 and 
under  5 years 
per  1000  of  total 
deaths. 

1896 

41.01 

21.2 

183.57 

355-14 

190.03 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

44.2 

36.09 

39-7 

38.9 

39-5 

42.7 

43-3 

41.82 

39-58 

38.76 

20.8 

25-7 

20.1 

23-3 

23-15 

23.82 

22. XQ 

23.27 

21.92 

23-51 

196.74 

223.10 

166.38 

207.02 

109.90 

219.90 
215.62 
221.68 
174.35 

221.46 

417.24 
312.84 
328.57 
344.61 
326.08 
425.29 
416.88 

398.25 
314.78 
365-17 

172.41 

312.84 

146.43 

256.92 

195.62 

130.68 

163.14 

168.60 

246.91 

168.54 

10  Years’ 
average 

40.43 

22.79 

195.61 

364-77 

194.20 

TABI.E  III. 


Deaths  at  age  periods,  and  months  in  which  they  occurred. 


Month. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under  5 

5 and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Totals. 

January 

6 

3 

I 

» , 

I 

3 

14 

February 

lO 

4 

• . 

I 

I 

16 

March  . . 

9 

8 

. 

. • 

5 

2 

24 

April  . . 

lO 

7 

3 

I 

4 

6 

31 

May 

6 

8 

4 

I 

9 

6 

34 

June  . . 

7 

6 

2 

I 

10 

4 

30 

July  . . 

13 

2 

I 

7 

6 

29 

August 

5 

5 

. . 

I 

4 

4 

19 

September 

13 

6 

I 

I 

5 

5 

31 

October 

2 

I 

I 

2 

6 

I 

13 

November 

13 

2 

4 

, , 

7 

T 

27 

December 

20 

9 

3 

I 

II 

9 

53 

Totals  . . 

II4 

6i 

19 

9 

70 

48 

321 

TABLE  IV. 

Showing  deaths  at  various  age  periods  with  diseases. 


Deaths  at  subjoined  age 

Under 

Over 

1 

peri^.  ds. 

Disease. 

5 years 

5 years. 

Totals. 

Under  i year 

114 

Smallpox 

I year  & under  5 years 

61 

Measles 

7 

3 

10 

5 ,,  15  ,, 

19 

Scarlatina  . . 

2 

I 

3 

15  ,,  25  ,, 

9 

Diphtheria  . . 

. . 

25  65  ,, 

70 

Croup 

2 

2 

65  years  and  upwards 

48 

Whooping  ) 

12 

12 

Total  deaths 

Cough  j 

321 

Typhoid  ) 

T 

Fever  j 

i. 

Diarrhoea  \ 

and  } 

16 

16 

Dysentery  ) 
Rheumatic  ) 

Fever  j 

• ♦ 

• • 

* • 

Erysipelas  . . 

. , 

I 

I 

Phthisis 
Bronchitis,  \ 
Pneumonia  r 

9 

58 

10 

19 

98 

and  1 

40 

Pleurisy  J 
Heart  ) 

9 

10 

Disease  j 

I 

Injuries 

, , 

2 

2 

Cancer 

All  other  ) 

67 

4 

4 

143 

Diseases  j 

76 

Totals 

175 

146 

321 
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TABLE  VI.  For  Six  Years. 

There  have  been  98  deaths  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and 
pleurisy,  58  of  which  were  children  under  five  years  of  age ; 
and  19  from  phthisis,  of  which  9 were  children  under  five  years 
old. 


1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

Average  for 
Six  Years. 

Bronchitis,  ) 
Pneumonia  J 
& Pleurisy  > 

Phthisis 

76 

92 

75 

67 

58 

98 

77.66 

19 

14 

II 

II 

20 

19 

15.66 

Totals 

95 

106 

86 

78 

78 

117 

93-33 

Chest  Diseases.  The  last  table  shows  the  highest  mor- 
tality ever  recorded  from  this  class  of  disease.  Although 
climatic  changes  would  have  much  to  do  with  this  mortality, 
still  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  house  property  is  to  be 
considered  as  a contributary  element.  Many  houses  are  damp 
from  lack  of  spouting,  and  are  otherwise  by  no  means  weather 
proof.  These  conditions  of  residence  are  a potent  cause  of 
bronchial  attacks,  as  well  as  rendering  recovery  more  uncertain 
and  difiicult,  not  only  is  this  the  case  with  regard  to  bronchial 
troubles  but  diseases  in  general. 


The  prevention  and  cure  of  zymotic  diseases  is  the  first 
and  chief  aim  of  sanitarians,  sometimes,  I fear,  to  the  extent 
of  not  showing  a due  regard  to  the  more  general  diseases  such 
as  the  class  referred  to. 


It  is  an  acknowledged  fact  that  typhoid  fever,  diphtheria 
and  zymotic  diseases  generally  are  propagated  through  the 
means  of  polluted  air  surrounding  or  connected  with  insanitary 
dwellings,  and  the  fact  that  only  four  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
were  reported  during  the  year  and  only  one  death,  that  not  a 
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single  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified,  and  that  the  zymotic 
deaths,  collectively,  are  below  the  average  is  evidence  that  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  parish  is  distinctly  improved. 


I remaim,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

SAMUEIv  PARTRIDGE, 

M.  O.  H. 


March,  1897. 


